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Decision Support System Launched by CSAP:
WWW.PREVENTIONDSS.ORG

CSAP Recently launched the first prototype of its
Decision Support System (DSS) at the National
Prevention Network Research Conference in
Columbus, Ohio.  The DSS is designed to promote
scientific methods and programs for substance
abuse prevention for use within communities and
State prevention systems.

The DSS provides a single portal for prevention
planning that currently has many useful features.
Although still in development, this site is worth
exploring for everyone working in substance abuse
prevention, and has great potential to become the
tool of choice for science-based prevention
planning.

The site is highly interactive, allowing users to log
on and save their information for later refinement
and use.  Tutorials are offered each step of the
way.  Getting to Outcomes, provides useful guides
and refresher training.  The DSS has many helpful
links at each step, from assessment through
evaluation.  It provides interactive tools at each
step, featuring report builders that can be saved,
modified and printed from this web site.

STEP 1:  ASSESS YOUR NEEDS:
• Includes a step-by-step guide to conducting

needs assessment, including interactive
tools.

STEP 2:  DEVELOP CAPACITY:
• Features tips on conducting resource

assessment and how to assess and
enhance the level of community readiness
for ATOD Prevention.

STEP 3:  SELECT PROGRAMS:
• Features guidance in identifying and

selecting "best or promising" prevention
programs that can be adapted to local
needs and environments, as well as
valuable links to other resources.

STEP 4:  IMPLEMENT PROGRAMS:
• Offers guidance and tips for successful

implementation of science-based
prevention programs.

STEP 5:  EVALUATE PROGRAMS:
• Helps users measure just how well

prevention programs are working to
achieve the desired outcomes, including
changes in knowledge, attitudes, skills,
behaviors, policies, and environments.

• Outcome Reporter assists in identifying and
selecting among the options for the
evaluation design, outcome measures, as
well as data acquisition and data entry
procedures.

STEP 6:  WRITE YOUR REPORT:
• Provides tools for analyzing evaluation data

and preparing reports for consumers,
administrators, funders, and policymakers.

STEP 7:  GET TRAINING AND SUPPORT:
• Provides easy access to a variety of

training materials.  Also provides useful
links to online resources.

WWW.PREVENTIONDSS.ORG

Tip of the

The six regional CAPTs are funded by the Center
for Substance Abuse Prevention in the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.
For more information on this Tip of the CAPT or
other WestCAPT services, please visit our web
site: www.unr.edu/westcapt or our best practices
website: www.open.org/westcapt.

Our toll-free office number is: (888) 734-7476


